Happy feat

The welcome mat is out at the house that
hugs a hill above Whale Beach.

Words Marl Gibsen
Phalis Erie Slerins

GENEROSITY of fonm is ane thing, gererms.
iy -iauullqwlo il ARl @ Piiss that
embodies both, while hugging a bdl over-
Incking a pesicand-perfee nohern view of

Ths, anel im its place s the surprsingly
sy fiall tinse residence of a retired - bur
el potinieng - coupe B is spacious for good
reason - they have no intention of ke,

I o themsebes. “We wanied 1o be ahie
aceommodity three diffenm wrmnlhm.
says one of the csmers,

‘e five adult enildeen and B Wﬂcl‘l
dren all living in Sydney:

Thair wish was 1 have o bouse they could
camdurtably share but which alss provided
i sell-coniained space af cheir own. With a
shewp site dictating its own damands, the
owmers (akong with archiiects Cullen Pengl
decided to stack e hotise aver ihiee levl,
each of which apens to a mortherdy terrace
il thir envy-insgriring views. The 1op level,
reachied fom the road, is the owners' suite;
thz muichilliz o s thie kitchen-dining-lving
arex; and the lower ome hobds spars hid-
rooms and baihrecms for visitors. Alss oo
ithis :ru;da Lapp P;“m::é'urﬂm aur
aver the garden, ata et threr s,
arul Inas mwﬂhuu}mhmi proidin
dramatic - aven —views

Throughout the bouse the archibects’
wxpertisn in another area - family life - has
oomse o the oo, b te planning stages
apchitects Michelle Feng and her hushand,
Jon Cullers, wese invited 1o sty wich ihe

ammers al the ing wewkeniber. “VWe ine
allorned vo comve and stay two mights in the
bl hirizses 1 sy whal 1 issaes wens, which
wais a great help,” Feng says. Af that time
e sl Cullisns san was ven, which alsie
comeentrited their mineds on the needs of
yourg childmen ln the new house.

Thery now b e childrn, and, Feng
says. their experience helped hone the prac:
vical lissign, sich a8 having bathiroors nesr
the bedmoms where the parents will stay
and pat having children sheep “twn sioeeys
sy from thee paremts”.

The house'’s pracsicalivy i a beawtiful fea-
Euewr i i owin righ, elndons an entesing th
fremi door. A bailding on surh a steep site
Anend i5 @ drop of 11 metnes) needs stairs
and, once inside, a travertine-clad staircase
epens up lmpressively over the thiree levels,
barinzireg light deseps irvsiche v it plasss ol

The bt heeed, which leads off the eniry
Fuall, Barkils. W cowrvrs” Diving space: kilchi-
enetie, hedroom;, study and bathroom with
Japaanizae: bath, all Aoce-o-ceiling views. This
spare was the trickiest 1o desigmn, Feng says,
hecause it meeded o contain 5o nsany e
memts, The pesulk, however, is a collection of
linkeel, urechuniesed spaces, wigh enmagh oom
Tt s, chuling a chite o whis tings
dhwsrms i the ksumsclry oo thae emididlee bevel

T gt there, we ke the mare camven-
ticnal pusste — thi stwins — and ane met with
meare lighi and alry space that holds the
living, dining and kirchen amess, phus the
laumdry, Om a side deck, then: am a handy
cundoar shower and hooks on the wall fog
owiels, Thie wﬂﬂwﬂ mm] -
nemance: “a house ]
hhose down™ hcmu'M|m“m qm:ﬂﬂnm

‘The home's different levels and the depeh
al s dhecks wien dissigreed 1o provide views.
to the beach from sisting pesitions, while
hiding the roofs of properties fusder down
the hill Froms the main entertaining area
the beach appears in belong to che howse.
Thar coaple see the mid-level g the family's
“meeting” place and s easy to ploiume lange
fronipes ronind e tablie fan Emamemabili
LIETH friven PY2E, ome exarmplie of the m
e fuarmitine troughenn),

There is a muli-purpose/media moom
can the lower level for that kind of fn. Also
on this level are thee double bedrooms,
bathacams and access in the iemace and
U pool. Lansdscaped with shrobs and

bouliders, ihe garden is alveady productive
i miw leman 1 hns barme i i
wihiich, 13 v head bsck up to the house, the
owner picks and laier puss in the bowl an
T living table,

A small detal, like the many others that
v gonee o enaking this houise Beauti-
Ful and eomfortahle, not pasi for the owners
bt for thieir exended Olamily and friends.
Ganuranis indied,

With a steep site Ine

DTS decided 1o Stk
the howse over three levels
aach of which opend bo &
nariterly terrace,

Mudern designer

furniture features
Ehroigrot e home,
enhanzing the light
Rl ukbR Spaces,

3 The lap poal cartilavers
sl ouit over the garden at

a right angle fo the housa
aredl Nk glass walls a1 the e
emd providing dramatic, even
e rwaber, views

The Japanese bath has
speclacular ooean views,

5 Thie main Kilchen an 1me
«J middle level includes &
niddan walk-in pandry

Te design a new house for 3
retived but active couple that
could sccommadate thres
generations.

Desiger 18 monlie, buiksing
i manths.

Fhe says, “What's nol o lke?”
e says: “The dwirmming
[k

Firdd & ereative archilect who
5 vary dutaikec and a builder
wilh site-specific experience
wha takes pride in their
workmanship,

(1 Most of the inkesmial joinery
i timber veneer rather
thiae an exalic species.

QFor maxinnum thermal
perfcrmance e house s
cpisbie brich with reinfiorced
concrele (ors.

1 The mortharky arentation
il I livinig Arvadcd Msimises
winfgr sun and external

RO LT T T
SUMMEr sun.

O There Is crossentilation
an each level.

[ Threa waber tanks coliect
roof & bermace stormaaler
for re-use with FTigatian, the
|sundry and foiket fhushing.
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